Gingival metastasis of a radiotherapy-induced breast angiosarcoma: diagnosis and multidisciplinary treatment achieving a prolonged complete remission.
Angiosarcoma is a rare and highly malignant mesenchymal tumor. Similar to other soft tissue sarcomas, it may arise in any organ, although it occurs more frequently within skin structures like the scalp. Angiosarcoma has a characteristic pattern of local and distant relapse involving primary site, regional lymph nodes, and lung. Patients affected by unresectable relapses or metastases have a dismal prognosis with a median overall survival of less than 9 months. We present the case of a 74-year-old woman who previously underwent total mastectomy for a radiotherapy-induced angiosarcoma of the breast. She subsequently developed a rapidly growing gingival tumor lesion that was in fact a unique distant metastasis of her angiosarcoma. In general, surgery is the mainstay of angiosarcoma treatment, and even metastases are aggressively resected whenever feasible. We describe the successful multidisciplinary treatment that avoided a likely mutilating surgery and review the literature regarding primary and metastatic gingival angiosarcoma.